INTERFAITH RESOURCES
There are many resources to help people work in interfaith community and to learn about the many world faiths. The web companion to this handout has many more resources with links to web sites.: www.pgcares.com/interfaith.html
ORGANIZATIONS

Interfaith Conference of Metropolitan Washington

1426 Ninth Street, NW, 2nd Floor

Washington, DC 20001-3344 (get directions)

Phone: (202) 234-6300

Fax: (202) 234-6303

Email: ifc@ifcmw.org

www.interfaith-metrodc.org
World Congress of Faith 

London Inter Faith Centre, 

125 Salusbury Rd

London, NW6 6RG

www.worldfaiths.org
EDUCATION RESOURCES FOR FAITH BASED ORGANIZATIONS

Guidelines for School Officials, Volunteers and Mentors Participating in Public School Community Partnerships

U.S. Department of Education

400 Maryland Avenue, SW

Washington, DC 20202

E-mail: customerservice@inet.ed.gov


Telephone:
1-800-USA-LEARN

TTY:
1-800-437-0833

Fax:
(202) 401-0689

Web Site: www.ed.gov

RECOMMENDED READING

Oneness: Great Principles Shared by all Religions by Jeffrey Moses

Publisher: Ballantine Books (1996) 

Doing Justice: Congregations and Community Organizing by Dennis A. Jacobsen 

Publisher: Fortress Press (2001)

IN PRINCE GEORGE’S COUNTY, MARYLAND

Join Interfaith-PG to leard about new resources

Go to www.pgcares.com/interfaith.html to subscribe

GOVERNMENT GUIDELINES
Partnerships Involving Public Schools and Faith-based Communities

Public schools forming partnerships including faith-based communities should consider and adhere to the following in developing and supporting such activities:

Things to Do:

*  Make sure the program has a secular purpose.

*  In selecting partners remain neutral between secular and religious groups and among religious groups.

*  Select student participants without regard to the religious affiliation of the students.

*  Make sure any jointly sponsored activities provided within the partnership program, wherever located, are purely secular. 

*  Make sure any space used for the program is safe and secure for the children.

*  Make sure any space used by the public school for instructional purposes is free of religious symbols. 

*  Put the partnership agreement in writing.

Things Not to Do:

*  Do not limit participation in the partnership, or student selection, to religious groups or certain religious groups.

*  Do not encourage or discourage student participation with particular partners based on the religious or secular nature of the organization.

*  Do not encourage or discourage students from engaging in religious activities.

*  Do not condition student participation in any partnership activity on membership in any religious group, or on acceptance or rejection of any religious belief, or on participation in, or refusal to participate in, any religious activity.

*  Do not reward or punish students (for example, in terms of grades or participation in other activities) based on their willingness to participate in any activity of a partnership with a religious organization. 

Volunteers Need To Be Reminded

Volunteers always need to be thanked for their willingness to volunteer their time to help children learn. At the same time, it is very important to remind volunteers from faith communities that the purpose of any partnership is educational and secular in nature, not religious, and that volunteers must respect the very strong First Amendment rights of students. Remind volunteers:

*  Do not pray with the students and families or encourage them to pray during your volunteer session with them.

*  Do not preach about your faith to the children and their families while conducting your educational activity. 

*  Do not prohibit or discourage speech or other activity simply because of its religious content or nature.

*  Do not infringe on the rights of students and their family members to speak about religion or to say a prayer or to read a Scripture, provided it is within the reasonable limits of rules for orderliness, talking, and congregating that are set for other speech and activities.
